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Sales Tax on Admission Charges 

Reporting 

Form E-500, Sales and Use Tax Return 

Form E-536, Schedule of County Sales and Use 
Taxes 

Minimal New Registrations Expected 

 

  



  

E-500, Reverse (10/13-09/14) 
 

 



  

Gross Receipts - Other 

Entertainment Activities 



  

Taxable Admission Charges Include: 
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Charges Exempt from Sales Tax 

Related to Entertainment Activities 

Amenities 

VIP Parking 

Access to Special 
Concession Stands 

Price of Resold Tickets 
at Time of Resale 
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Amenities and Ticket Resale 

Administration Problems/Streamlined 

Concerns 

Amenities  
Taxable Admission Charge Based on Seat Directly 
in Front of or Closest Seat 

Exempt Portion not Required to be Separately 
Stated  

Price of Resold Tickets at Time of Resale 
Original Purchase Price not Required to be 
Separately Stated 



  

 

Sales and Use Tax Exemptions - (cont’d) 

Admission Charges  

 Festivals, Other Recreational or Entertainment 
Activities 

7 or Less Consecutive Days 

Sponsored by a Nonprofit Entity Exempt from Tax Under Article 4 of Chapter 105 

Use of Proceeds Restriction 

First 2 Events in Calendar Year 

Administration of Exemption: 
Doesn’t apply to continuous activities  

Doesn’t apply to a “series of events”  
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Sales and Use Tax Exemption - (cont’d) 

Admission Charges – State Attractions 

 

 
Program Evaluation Division -  Report No. 2012-
01 (February 2012) 

Historic Sites: 
(Dept. of Cultural Resources) 

Museums/Commissions  
(Dept. of Cultural Resources) 

(Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources) 

State Parks and Recreations Areas  
(Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources) 

Aquariums/Zoo 
 (Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources) 

 



   

Sales and Use Tax Exemption - (cont’d) 

Admission Charges – State Attractions 

 
Physical Place Supported with “State Funds” 
as defined in G.S. 143C-1-1 

Offers Cultural, Educational, Historical, or 
Recreational Opportunities 
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Sales and Use Tax Exemption - (cont’d) 

Admission Charges – State Attractions 

 
Grassroots Science Program Grants-in-Aid 
Recipients 

Department of Commerce – SB 402 Appropriation 

Specific List of Recipients 

Partially Supported by State Funds 
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“a State Attraction” – Does Not Include 

Centers for Performing Arts Operated by 
Universities and Colleges  

Collegiate Sporting Events (Private and Public 
Universities) 

North Carolina Arts Council Grant Recipients 

Approximately 165 organizations* 

 
 

 
* Nonprofit exemption may apply separately to first two events in a calendar year. 
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